Minutes of Eco Steward Meeting 6 
14.6.24

· The children from each school fed back on how they have addressed the issue of waste and litter this term. Many have been doing litter picks, but are finding that no sooner have they cleared the litter, more appears.
Suggested action:
Think about ways to make the whole school community more accountable for this. Could you use posters/ assemblies/Form time to promote this issue being everyone’s responsibility?
How can we find out how to manage wildlife issues regarding the rubbish being strewn?
· Thomas Becket have run a used battery competition to collect as many used batteries as possible for recycling. A prize was awarded to the form who brought in the most used batteries.
Suggested action:
Could the primary schools run something similar where each class has a battery recycling station as opposed to one central one?
· A concern across the schools was food wastage at lunchtimes. 
Suggested Actions
Contact Veolia about food recycling bins. How to Reduce Food Waste | Podcast | Veolia UK
Ask parents to talk with their children about food choices when they order school lunches or make their packed lunches. We could look at sending home some literature to support healthy eating or maybe collect some data by weighing the bins at the end of lunchtime?
· We discussed the new date for the public speaking competition which will now be held in August to coincide with the Feast of St Francis and the Laudato Si focus.
Suggested Actions
Refine the details for Year 5 teachers and think about how to publicise the event across the schools.
· St John Rigby fed back on how they had taken part in Water Audit and Sewage workshops with a representative from Anglian Water. They explained the procedure for mapping the water sources in the school and how they intend to check them weekly and report back to the caretaker, who will check the meter readings. Through identification of leaks or sticking taps, they will be able to measure if they are having any impact on saving water. They explained how they will measure the usage of the push down taps by pressing them then filling up jugs from the tap while it runs to measure how many litres are used while it runs. Potentially, changes can then be made to timings to reduce usage. Other schools can start to think about how they might carry this out too and can find more information at Anglian Water’s website on the school section water-audit.pdf (anglianwater.co.uk) The Eco Stewards At SJR will be happy to support other schools with this.
· Finally, we listened to David Attenborough’s urgent message set to music and sung by children. The children may like to start learning this across the schools in the hope that we could do something collaboratively during the celebrations of the Feast of St Francis. https://youtu.be/dZNPdG3MQsE
· The Eco Stewards have all been tasked with thinking about how to get the message bigger and ‘grow more from the seeds we have germinated.’ Some may wish to present an assembly, a form time, a message in the local community or church.
· We thank all the Eco Stewards for their hard work this year and look forward to growing our impact next year

